A LETTERTO THE CHURCH
OF THE-HOLY APOSTLES
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by Jeff Niesz

ollow Me and | will make you fishers of men...or ministers of Children’s Liturgy

of the Word (CLoW), or ministers of setting up the cafegymatorium for
worship, or ministers of unleavened bread making, and so on and so on.
Thankfully within our parish, many have followed that call; a call to minister within
the Church of the Holy Apostles. Without them we would not be where we are
today, 469 families strong and preparing to celebrate our 10-year anniversary on
October 4, 20009.

My family and | are blessed to have found this faith community almost nine years
ago in Four Seasons Elementary School; a fledgling mission community that has
grown to a vibrant, hardworking, and faithful Parish. I'm not sure what led us there
or what led others that have worshipped since the beginning. Perhaps it was fate;
maybe it was the Holy Spirit or maybe it was just some good old fashioned luck.
What | do know is that of the many who were led here, many have been and many
remain faithful stewards of their time, treasure and talent - the three T's, those
three little words we hear periodically throughout the year after Mass during
announcements or read about in the bulletin (of course right after you flip to the
back page to check out Fr. Joe Breighner’s book featured in the advertising section
about “what cats can teach us about our spiritual lives” for the 100™ time??).
Those three little words are why we are where we are and why we are who we are
today. Say that 5 times real fast.

We are not a get there 5 minutes after Mass starts and rush out after communion
60 minutes later (thank you Fr. Kevin!) type of parish (75
minutes later when Fr. Jeff was here, and 80 to 85 minutes later [RAAKEISaloNely
when Fr. Michael was here...). We simply can’t be because we each other,

depend on each other, we help each other, and we need each we help
other for those three T'’s that not only make Mass on Sundays each other,
possible, but also make the countless activities and ministering  [JEUCAICIIEEE
that takes place during the week, throughout the day and well each other.

into the night possible. Baptism preparation, bread baking,
hospitality, Faith Formation, families of faith, Blaze, music, advent planning, Lenten
planning, CLoW homily writing, CLoW ministering, Eucharistic ministry, Mass
coordination, reader ministry, outreach, setup, yada yada yada.... When you sit
back and think about it, it really does take a village to raise a parish.

Many parishioners minister and contribute to the three T's.
ST Many parishioners have ministered or have been a triad leader
f/,/%///////}\ within the same ministry for a long time. Let's give these folks
m@ a break or let’s let them try something new. If you have only
been a chair stacker after 10:45 Mass, been considering a
particular ministry, want to meet some new people, or are
looking for a way to grow your faith and support your parish,
there are plenty of opportunities. Find out more by checking
out the bulletin, talk to a minister you know, or stopping in the
parish office. Let’s all become fishers of men and allow the Church of the Holy
Apostles to thrive for another 10 years. You won't be disappointed.




by S. Angela Case

hurch of the Holy Apostles Faith Community will be 10 years old on the first Sunday in

October and our community and ministries have grown so much over the past 10 years.
This upcoming anniversary gives us an opportunity to stop and look at what we are doing and
how it all gets done!

We are fortunate to have many dedicated people who share their time and talent with our
community in a variety of ways through our three Councils — Liturgy and Worship, Discipleship
and Stewardship and Development. Many of our ministers have been in the same ministry for
most of our ten year history. Some would like to share their time and talent in other ministries
that are active in our Parish. We need some of our other parish members to step up and get
involved in a ministry — it's a great way to get to know new people and to truly feel part of the
CHA family.

Our Liturgical Ministries can always benefit from new people — especially those who usually
attend the 10:45 Mass on Sundays! Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, CLOW Ministers, Servers,
Music Ministers and Ushers are needed for each Sunday. If we have enough people offer their
time and talent, ministers would only serve once a month. Right now we are in heed of CLoW
Ministers. If your child attends CLoW please give some serious thought to being part of that
ministry. Hospitality is a ministry that helps us get to know each other and take some time to
socialize with others. Consider sharing your time and talent with this ministry once a month.

Our Discipleship Ministries, as all of our Ministries, depend on you to make things happen.
Catechists are needed to pass on our faith to the children and teens in our community. Home
Host Couples and Sponsor Couples are needed to help families prepare for Baptism and
couples prepare for marriage. These are two important times in people’s lives — how great it is
to be part of the process to prepare for these sacraments! Our Families of Faith Ministry is
what makes some of our social events happen — Fall Festival, Breakfast with St. Nick,
Spaghetti Dinner and Parish Picnic. So many people work together to make these events
enjoyable — we need you to be one of those ministers to help coordinate the fun times that we
have. Our CHA Café and Welcome Ministry are opportunities for adults to come together and
share you thoughts, questions, concerns or just enjoy adult conversation and company with
other members of your Faith Community.

Our Stewardship and Development Ministries provide the opportunity for people to share their
financial and planning talents and their desire to reach out to others. The ministries that are
part of this Council include Finance, Planning, and Outreach. If your talents lie in these areas,
step up and be counted among those involved in Stewardship and Development!

Commitment Sunday in May gave everyone the opportunity to sign up for a

ministry for the coming year. Maybe you were not sure where your help was
needed or what ministry was calling out to you. It is never too late to make a
ministry commitment at CHA. Let this celebration of our 10" Anniversary be
the push you need to offer your time and talent and become truly involved in

It's never
too late to
make a

ministry

it t ) ;
CO;T@HrRen the Faith Community of Church of the Holy Apostles!




by Michele Dougherty

he kitchen remodel forced this summer’s Vacation Bible

School (VBS) to the great outdoors for a change of
venue for the snack center and closing celebration. Luckily,
our prayers were answered and the weather cooperated! It
worked out great for this year’s “Son Rock Kids Camp”
theme.

During the week of June 23-27, over 230 campers and 100
volunteers from Holy Apostles, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, and
the School of the Incarnation Summer Program participated
in the VBS, directed by Angela Galoppo.

The “Son Rock” theme focused on Jesus, the rock upon
which we build our lives, and his friendship with the apostle
Peter. During the week, campers learned how Jesus’ love
for Peter also applies to us. Just like Peter, we are accepted,
protected, saved and forgiven by Jesus. And, like Peter, we are to
live for Christ. Fr. Kevin opened each day with a prayer and

explanation of the day’'s message to the campers. The message was

reinforced throughout the rest of the morning as each group visited
the Bible, Games, Snack, Music and Craft Centers.

For this year’s service project, the
VBS directed its attention on the
need for vocations. Pope Benedict
XVI recently declared a “Year for
Priests” which began on June 19,
2009. Our VBS fit in perfectly with
this since Peter was the rock upon
which Jesus said he would build his
church (Matthew 16:18). Peter was
our first Pope!

Each day, campers were asked to
pray for vocations, for the men and
# women who serve our church as
priests and other religious and lay
leaders, and for their own calling.
Campers also visited the camp mail
center to write letters of thanks to
those who show them how to follow

Campers write letters of thanks to
our priests, deacons and religious Jesus. Help keep the rock of the

at the Mail Center. church strong by continuing to pray

for vocations throughout the year.

Megan Dustin, Karin Messmore and Selene Zutt lead
campers and their families in the closing camp jam.

Prayer for Vocations

Gracious God,

Thank you for the men and women yo
have sent us who have devoted their
lives to serve your church as priests,
deacons, sisters, brothers, and other
religious. Bless them with courage al
the ability to carry on in their vocation,

Thank you also for our families and
parish lay ministers who show us you
love each day. May | be inspired by
their examples and faith.

Thank you for the many gifts you have
given me. Help me to know my gifts
and how | can use them to show your
love to others and serve you. Send yd
Holy Spirit to guide me to choose the
way of life you have planned for me.

Open the hearts of many to be faithful
servants of the Gospel. We ask this
through Christ the Lord.

Amen.
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by Gisela Barry

his fall we will start an evening Bible Class for adults on Monday nights. Why should you

bother? Are you really “spiritually fit"? If you are ready to expand your mind, satisfy your
curiosity, grow spiritually, explore the past, find meaning in the present and focus in the future
— we just have just the program for you!

Ouir first course will be Understanding The Scriptures—A Complete Course on B ible
Study . Our study book has the same title and the author of the study material is Dr. Scott
Hahn, one of the best Catholic lecturers and teachers in Steubenville, Ohio. The cost of the
book is $45 new or $30 used and can be ordered through Amazon.com or through the office.
This is a one year course with plenty of breaks. What if you cannot come to all classes? Not
to worry! This course has no exams, no quizzes and you will be able to read on your own any
chapter you might have missed. We have absolutely no prerequisites and you will be able to
socialize with like-minded friends from the parish. Sign-up for the course will be this month.

September 14 Get-together January 25 15. Revolt of the Maccabees

September 21 1. What is the Bible? February 1 16 & 17. The World of the New
Testament and the New Testament

September 28 2. The Old Testament February 8 18. The Incarnation

October 5 3. The Creation of the World |[ February 22 19. What Jesus Did

October 19 4. The Early World March 1 20. What Jesus taught

October 26 5. Abraham, Our Father March 8 21. The Cup of Consummation

November 2 6. The Patriarchs March 15 22. The Resurrection

November 9 7. The Exodus March 29 23. Jesus fulfills the Old Testament

November 16 8. The Law April 5 24. The Birth of the Church

November 23 9. The Rise of the Kingdom April 12 25. Reaching out to All Nations

November 30 10. The Kingdom of David April 19 26. Paul, the Apostle

December 7 11. Wise King Solomon May 3 27. The New Kingdom

December 14 12. The Divided Kingdom May 10 28. The Catholic Church in Scripture

January 4 13. Conquest and Exile May 17 29. The End of History

January 11 14. The Remnant returns May 24 30. How to Read the Bible—END

1 Follow Me and | Will Make You Fisher’s of Men
PP 2 Celebrating 10 Years in Ministry
"! 3 The VBS That Rocked!
4 |s 2,000 Years of Catholic History and Sacrifice
Worth an Evening of your Time?
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